
Building a resilient landscape, 
one forest conservation project 

at a time 

Laura Marx 
The Nature Conservancy 

April 18th, 2015    lmarx@tnc.org 



The Nature Conservancy’s mission: to conserve the 
lands and waters on which all life depends.  

WHO WE ARE  
• 60 years of smart risk-taking and bold thinking, 

based on sound science. 
• Honest broker who can bring all people 

together to find solutions.  
• Hands-on impact of a local nonprofit and the 

global reach of a powerful international 
organization.   
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Berkshire Eagle 



Resilience: The ability to recover from disturbance 



Resilient Network: Conserving the Stage 



http://www.corridorappalachien.ca/engl/e2_1strategy.html 
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How can you help build a 
resilient forest landscape? 
 
What tools will help you 
figure out, for a particular 
forest, whether it is a core 
or corridor?  
 
If you only had a dollar and 
a minute, where would you 
spend them? 
 
3 tools: 
BioMap2 
Critical Linkages 
Resilience analysis 



1. BioMap2 



http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/ 
natural-heritage/land-protection-and-
management/biomap2/biomap2-town-reports.html 



2. Critical Linkages 









Green = Above average  
Yellow = Average,  
Brown = Below average  

3. TNC Resilience 
analysis 
 
 
Shown here: Landscape 
Complexity 



Shown here: Landscape 
Connectivity 

Green = Above average  
Yellow = Average,  
Brown = Below average  

Resilience =  
 

Complexity 
+ 

Connectivity 



Resilient Sites in Massachusetts 



A reminder: 
If you enjoy breathing clean air and 
drinking water, 
 
then you need a resilient forest 
network. 
 
 
Let’s end with some proof that these 
tools work: 







 



Resilience: The ability to recover from disturbance 







Resilience 



 





 



“Health is the capacity of the land 
for self- renewal. 

 
Conservation is our effort to understand 

and preserve this capacity.” 
 

 Aldo Leopold 1949 

Resilience 



 

lmarx@tnc.org 
413-584-2596 
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